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RESEARCH IN GUATEMALAN PETROLEUM FIELD 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING LETTER FROM U.S. 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. U.S.G.S. STATES THAT ALL DATA REALIZED 
FROM THIS PROJECT WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE GOG. 

UNLESS EMBASSY PERCEIVES SOME OBJECTIONS. OR NEED FOR ADDI 
TIONAL INFORMATION, DEPARTMENT SUGGESTS YOU SEEK GOG CON* 
CURRENCE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: "WE (USGS) WOULD LIKE TO CONDUCT BASIC AND 
FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH ON SURFACE GEOCHEMICAL MANIFESTATIONS 
OF THE PETROLEUM OCCURENCE AT THE RUBELSANTO OIL FIELD, 
GUATEMALA. THIS WORK WILL BE DONE IN COLLABORATION WITH 
SHENANDOAH OIL CORP. WHO HOLDS THE CONCESSION RIGHTS AND IS 
CURRENTLY DEVELOPING THE FIELD. 

"OUR STUDIES OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS HAVE HAD AS THEIR 
PRIMARY OBJECTIVE THE DEFINITION OF A GEOCHEMICAL BASIS FOR 
REMOTE SENSING OF PETROLEUM FROM BOTH SPACE AND AIRBORNE 
PLATFORMS. DATA FROM WITHIN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
SUGGEST THAT THERE IS A LATITUDINAL CONTROL ON THE GEO- 
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HOWEVER, WE DO NOT AS YET HAVE SUFFICIENT GEOGRAPHIC SPREAD 
TO CONFIRM THIS SUGGESTION. WE HOPE TO FURTHER DOCUMEN- 
TATION FOR/OR AGAINST THE HYPOTHESIS BY GATHERING DATA 
FROM OVER KNOWN OIL PRODUCTION IN GUATEMALA AND LATER ON, 
ALASKA. THE RUBELSANTO FIELD IS IDEAL BECAUSE IT WAS ONLY 
RECENTLY DISCOVERED AND IS STILL BEING DEVELOPED. HENCE, 

IT IS NEARLY IN A PRISTINE STATE WITHOUT THE OFTEN GEO- 
CHEMICALLY DEVASTING (SIC) EFFECTS OF THE MASSIVE CULTURAL 
OVERPRINT ASSOCIATED WITH LONG TERM PRODUCTION. SHENAN- 
DOAH'S REPRESENTATIVES HAVE AGREED TO SHARE GEOPHYSICAL 
AND WELL-DATA. 

"WE WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN THESE STUDIES SOMETIME AFTER THE 
FIRST OF THE YEAR, THE PRECISE TIME FRAME TO BE DETERMINED 
BY CLIMATOLOGICAL CONDITIONS. PRESUMABLY OUR STUDIES WILL 
TAKE 2-4 WEEKS, POSSIBLY A LITTLE LONGER. FEBRUARY 
MARCH 1977 ARE TENTATIVE TARGET DATES. WE PLAN TO CONDUCT 
LOW LEVEL REMOTE SENSING EXPERIMENTS FROM A U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT OWNED AIRCRAFT (CESSNA 337, N67136). ON BOARD, 

SENSORS INCLUDE AN AIRBORNE PARTICULATE MATTER SAMPLER AND 
A FRAUNHOFER LINE DISCRIMINATOR. FIELD STUDIES WILL IN- 
CLUDE GROUND SAMPLING OF GEOLOGIC MATERIALS AND SOIL GASES. 
OUR CONTINGENT WILL CONSIS- OF FOUR USGS SCIENTISTS, A 
PILOT AND INSTRUMENT OPERATOR, AND ONE OR TWO REPRESENTA- 
TIVES OF THE AIRBORNE PARYICULATE MATTER SAMPLER'S MANU- 
FACTURER. OUR TENTATIVE UNDERSTANDING IS THAT SHENADOAH 
WILL PROVIDE US WITH LOGISTICAL SUPPORT AND OUR AIRCRAFT 
WILL OPERATE FROM ONE OF THE COMPANY'S AIRSTRIPS AT OR 
NEAR THE OIL FIELD. PRESUMABLY THEY WILL OFFER A COMPANY 
OBSERVER. 

"ALL DATA COLLECTED WILL, OF COURSE, BE IN THE PUBLIC DO- 
;AIN AND RELEASED THROUGH NORMAL PUBLICATION CHANNELS. 

"YOUR ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING GOG APPROVAL FOR THIS STUDY 
WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED." END TEXT. ROBINSON 
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